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Where Hﬂllywuud s Stars Are Interred, but i Furever on Screen

By REBECCA CATHCART

LOS AMGELES — A few huf-
dred people poured throwgh the
gates of Hollywood Forever Cerm-
aery last Saturday, carmrying pho-
nics, blankets and folding chairs,
They maved along & path teward
the sound of a Jimi Hendrix song
coming from the (oot of & high
marhde mausobewm,

Three women broke from the
ol and stepped anto the grass
in search of A shoricwt. A tall fig-
ure movisd out of the shadaws,

“Stay off the graves,” boomed
the baritone soloe of LaMNordo
Cann, a &-foot-4 cemetery securi-
ty guard who does television and
radio Voice-overs,

The women gasped and scut-
tled back to the road,

It was thve start of a new season
of Cinespin, a film series here

showing mideeniury  movies
:q"nid the graves of the Hollywood
Lo,

Samce 2002, the series has
grown from & gathering of a few
hundred peopde 10 a Los Angeles
institution that drew capaciy
coowds of 3,000 1o the cemetery
last August, said John Wyatt,
founder and director of the se-
ries. Mr. Wyatt projects the films
onic & wall of the mawsobeum
where Budaolph Vabenting i ine
terred.

Az summer blockbusiers floos]
mubtiplexes this momth and next,
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The Cinespia film series draws thousands to Hollywood Forever Cametery in Los Angeles,

i parallel season of outdoor film
festivads also begins, Obscure,
cult and classic fAlms are shown
gutgicls e flm clubs amd agd hoc
gatherings around the warld, O
tlee many outdoar screenings Uhis
sumnver, Cinespia’s has one of

the more compelling settings.
But all these sites are chosen to
celebrate good weather and feed
neistalgia far the drive-ing af dec-
ades past, wihere movies had an
added magic under the stars.

In New York, the Rooftop

5

Films series shows short and fea--
ture-length films stop buildings®
all over the city. The HBO Bryant-
Fark Summer Film Festival has?
frée screenings of classics like!
“The Apariment” and “The Mani
Wha Came to Dinner” an Mon--

day nights, starting June 16, Also
this month, community gardens
and parks in the East Village will
hast free sereenings of French
films as part of the Films on the
Green  series, which moves o
Harlem in Tuly.

Outdoor film series
arrive for summer,
some with a twist.

In 5an Francsco, people gath-
er on the sloping hills af Dolores
Park from June through October
towatch films set in that city. The
Chicago Outdoor Film Festival
holds free screenings overlook-
img Lake Michigan through Au-
gust, And in Colorade, Boualder
Dutdeor Cinema demonsirales a
cathodic appmm:h ta films, from
“.ﬂurpla.nr te “Cinema  Parsli-

s, on the back 101 of the Boubders «

Museum of Contemporary Art.  *
Devotees of outdoor film series
can ook for local screenings ar
learm how 1o start their own at
outdoarcinemanet, the Web site
for the Outdoor Cinema MNetwork,
In Hollywood last Satarday,
Jeszp Coccoli, a comedian from

Continuned on Page 25
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Pittsburgh, and Chris  Koster-
man, & phofographer from Long
Beach, Calif., shared a blanket on
the grass, seling in to watch
“Ace in the Hole," Billy Wikder's
scathing, and prescient, poriny-
o @l of American media culture.
“It"s mice v be outside,” said Ms,

Coccoll, 23, who reminisced about
the drive=ins of her Pennsylvania
childbogd, The cemetery, she
sakd, offered a twist on the out-
door theme,

“There is a particular emergy
here,” she said, arms
©arpund ker knees. <" not come-
pletely spooky, but different.™

Not many thealers, after all,
are kcated mext to a working cre-
I matory.

“You're in Hellywood,” added
Mr. Elesterman, 28 “These films

ar the couple sat the tomhbs
af Douglas Falrbanks, sensor and
junsar; Cecil B, DeMilbe, the lag-

endary director; and Marion Da-
William Ran- 4

vies, starlet and
dedph Hearst's longtime  mis-
Iress,

“It has never been macabre,”
said Mr, Wyatt, 34, who started
Clnespia as an Ialinn film club
before moving it Lo the cemetery
and expanding the playlist =0t
has always felt historical.™

“The people who worked on
these films are interred here,™ he
ailded. “If there was an afterlife,
I'm sure they'd be siting thers
with the audience, watching with

ONLINE: FOREVER MORE
A schedule, and more
coverage and informalion
about the Hollywood Forever
Cemetery;
nytimas.com/movies

“The walk out is a little spooky,” one festivalgoer said of the cemetery after the movies end.

Filma are projected onto the mausoleum where Rudolph Valenting is interred as part of the Cmupln surnmet film series,

Where the Stars Are Interred, but Live on Screen .I

mﬁ ‘l;ﬁiau, B Ih.u]-qr man wll'.h

and curly hair,
mua: af the evening on his
walking the perlmeter of the
Eﬂeld, "fjhe:hmg in Elthhismw of
amd gaugl & Crowd’s re-
action te the ﬂﬁ.

In the late 153005 this cemetery
wias all but forgotten. The graves
of silent film stars and Los Ange-
lez tycoons Bke the Otis and
Chisnelbier families languished un-
der overgrown grass and shrobs,
A previous awner whe went Inta
bankruptey sold off unused por-
thons along Santa Monica Boube-
virrd to awto malls, said Jay Bod-
beau, executive vice president of
thi cemetery.

A skeletal staff of three had
wiarked to keep burlal records in
order, but had o clear the
grouncls daily of trash and lam-
mcks set up by vagrants. A bank
trustee threatened to padlock the

front gate.
In 1988 Tyler Cassity, a lnmd.
of Mr. Bolleaw's from St Lauis,

bought the 62-acre property for

§375,000 and began making renc-
vationg. Me Cassity™s femily runs
Forever Enterprises, which oper-
ates another cemetery in Marths
ern Californin and several in Mis-
s0uri. i

Ag Cinespin gained popularity,
dornations paid af the goie befora
each screening helped to finance
repairs, A stalned-glass artisan in
residence fived the eollings of
severkl mausoleums with the
maney raised, Mr. Boileawn sajd.

Mr. Wyatt sedects films that ed-
ther are connecied to the ceme-
tery through cast and crew, are
considered cult classics or are
unknown to most pecple, save
cinephiles.

“Tcall him a film D1, Mr. Bai-
leau said. “But odl films, no mov-
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Cmn the |'r||1|:|5|:|}wm'a marble
wall lnst Saturday, a pacclied

MEw MEXion lowed in
hlack and white, rk Doug-
la= sweated and seowled ns a ma-

nipulative news repOorier.
Elieg lights from  downtown
swirled across @ cloud cover
above the screen. I

“I'm_a Billy Wilder fan, and |
even | haven't seen this one” |
said Allis Markham, 25 who
shared strawberrles and  wine
with three friends. David [scrson,
30, snk next to her. They agreed
that the seiing was nob crecpy
urtil after the movie was over.

“The walk out is a lithe
spooky,” said Mr. Iserson, who
writes screenplays. “IU's pitch-
black and you are walking ouwt
NMANE graves.”

Ms, Markham added, =It feels
like a bunch of people Mecing A
cemetery ot night — which it 1s.~
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Films are projected onto the mausoleum where Rudolph Valenting is interred as part of the Cinespia summer film series,
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